
July 25 Buebe Schwingfest-Ripon 

Aug 1 
Portland Schwingfest
Portland, OR 

Aug
8/9

Tacoma Fall Schwingfest
Bonney Lake, WA 

Aug 29
Aelpler Gruppe Schwingfest 
Newark CA

Sept
4-6

SJVSC - RIPON - 100
YEARS
WCSWA
CHAMPIONSHIP 
RIPON, CA

While the “Berg” (Mountain) Schwingfests take place in Switzerland, Truckee
proudly showcases its own version of the Berg Schwingfest. Is it the warm
hospitality offered by the Sierra Swiss Club, the stunning mountain views, or
the chance to escape the heat and come together as a community? The
Truckee Schwingfest consistently unites the best of West Coast Swiss culture
for a joyous day filled with camaraderie, friendship, and tradition.
 A Brightening Morning
Though early morning sprinkles and cool temperatures hinted at a dreary
day, as the crowd assembled and the Schwingers entered the center ring, the
clouds dispersed to reveal radiant sunshine. Just like that, with 36
Schwingers competing, Frank Imhof at the microphone, and Swiss music
filling the air, the atmosphere transformed into one of excitement!
 Honoring a Legacy
This year's Truckee Schwingfest paid tribute to Gary Burch, who immigrated
to the U.S. in 1962 and served as the president of the Sierra Swiss Club for
the past 35 years. Chairlifts and Gondolas were his specialty and are still
present all over the Tahoe Valley.  His daughter, Yvonne Burch-Lucas, shared
heartfelt memories of Gary, a true champion in preserving Schwinging on the
West Coast. Sadly, Gary passed away in Switzerland this past May. Following
the fifth round, a touching bell-ringing tribute took place, featuring Dustin
Gwerder, Barti Muller, Gary, Bob, Cole, and Billy Marchy honoring Gary’s
legacy after her moving words. Guests received a special tribute card to raise
a drink in memory of Gary—salute, prost!
The Competitors
The event showcased 21 Seniors and 15 Buebe, including two Schwingers
from Switzerland: Kilian Odermatt from Ennetmoss in the Seniors category
and Jaggi Elia from Reichenbad in the C Group (9-12 years old), who achieved
a perfect score of 60.00 for the day. We also extend our gratitude to the
Schwingers who traveled from Washington, Oregon, and San Diego for this
year’s Schwingfest. The matches were thrilling, with both eager Schwingers
and spectators creating an electrifying atmosphere.
 The Final Matches
The full 10-minute Schlussgang featured Peter Ming from Elk Grove and
Grant Widmer from Ripon. Although the match was exhilarating, it ended in a
tie, with Peter Ming being declared the day's victor with 58.00 points. In
Group A, Kameron Macleod from Tacoma, WA, took 1st place; Leo Smith from
Tillamook, OR, clinched 1st in Group B; and Jaggi Elia from Reichenbad
emerged as the perfect winner in Group C.
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Sierra Swiss Club - Truckee Schwingfest 
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Sierra Swiss Club - Truckee Schwingfest 

https://scontent-sjc3-1.xx.fbcdn.net/v/t39.30808-6/749330468_1456391146521648_8427871771633519601_n.jpg?stp=dst-jpg_tt6&cstp=mx2048x1536&ctp=s2048x1536&_nc_cat=103&ccb=1-7&_nc_sid=833d8c&_nc_ohc=bS1awNEiXfcQ7kNvwEw3KFS&_nc_oc=AdrQXJMxiAG5Y7-VTBVrAUbWdn9BRXHnEVWP3XZnfq2PKq2fchRdn-dN3pl6m7s-95E&_nc_zt=23&_nc_ht=scontent-sjc3-1.xx&_nc_gid=Th8k1F3bEdQFJImxg1YwNg&_nc_ss=7a2a8&oh=00_AQArmY2-4DS5RxW-ks48e3WiaOl_QZn22Ck8BdOZiNVizg&oe=6A682BB6
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Music and Awards 
The Gander-Schieber Kapelle provided music for dancing, and

awards were presented. The special Schoenschwinger prize that
Gary Burch had ordered during his time in Switzerland was

awarded to Peter Ming, while the beautiful clock was presented to
Codi Smith from Tillamook, OR, from the Sierra Swiss Club. This

event surely goes down in history as one of Truckee’s finest.

Fun for All Ages
In addition to the Schwingen, the youth participated in Steinstossen, and a
delicious bratwurst and schiblig lunch was provided. Face painting and sparkles
were offered in the corner by Annie Collins, Katie Baroni, Dani Widder, and Paige
Gallegos. The sold-out catered Tri-Tip/Chicken dinner was a hit among those lucky
enough to secure tickets.

 A Day to Remember
Throughout the day, Frank Imhof kept the commentary lively, especially
during the auction for an “Afternoon Baking with Walt (Urs),” with proceeds
benefiting the Schwingers. Who wouldn’t want to spend a day baking with
Urs and Silvia? Bids began at $100 and rapidly climbed to $2,000, then
jumped to $5,000, ultimately reaching an incredible $6,800, thanks to
everyone who contributed to the spirited bidding and to Lloyd and Sandra
Scates, who made everyone eager to be one of the four best friends invited
to share this experience.

Sierra Swiss Club - Truckee Schwingfest 
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 A heartfelt thank you to all those at the Sierra Swiss Club who organized this wonderful day—setting
up and taking down everything in one day so we could enjoy the best “Berg Schwingfest” in California
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TRUCKEE SCHWINGFEST  
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LABOR DAYWEEKENDCELEBRATIONFriday - Sunday   

MEMBERS BBQ 
BUEBE SCHWINGFEST

JULY 25  TH

SIGNUPS 11 AM 
WRESTLING STARTS 11:30 AM 

5 - 17 YEARS OLD   

Buebe Schwingen - Steinstossen - Parade 
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PRICING FOR EACH DAY 



LESS
PERPETUAL TROPHY

STANDINGS

>8
CURRENT

STANDINGS RANK

ATTEND

2 2.27 Macleod, Nathan 1

2 2.37 Widmer, Steven 2

3 3.64 Bellavia, Joseph 3

5 5.23 Ming, Peter 4

5 5.31 Lujan, Morgan 5

5 5.32 Haug, Joshua 6

5 5.50 Vonmoos, Garrett 7

5 5.52 Gwerder, Romeo 8

5 5.57 Smith, Codi 9

5 5.70 Richardson, Patrick 10

 Annual George E. Morris Memorial Schwinger Award

In Memory of George E. Morris (11/25/1993 - 10/31/2019)
We express our heartfelt appreciation to George Morris for his continued support of the
GEM Award for 2026. Participants at this year’s Imperial Valley event who compete in at
least seven Crown Schwingfests will receive an additional $300. Those who participate in all
eight Crown Schwingfests will earn an extra $200.

2026 Joseph L. Inderbitzin
Perpetual Trophy Award Update

The calculation for the 2026 Joseph L. Inderbitzin
Award have officially commenced. This scoring
system allows us to monitor the Schwinger standings
at each Schwingfest throughout the year. This is for
ALL Schwingfests including Non-Crown Schwingfests.

**Scoring Methodology**: Competitors are scored
based on their placement, with points awarded by
dividing the number of participants by their
individual placements, with the lowest score being
the best placement. 
Currently, after Seven Schwingfests, ======= is in
the lead as he has participated in all of the events.
Macleod did not compete in Tillamook due to his
participation in Switzerland, he does not earn
points but is recognized for attending a
Schwingfest that weekend. (It was missed in the
last newsletter) 
The green column represents points added per
Schwingfest missed under 8.  Steven and Nathan
have 2 more Schwingfests to reach 8 for the year. 
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PERPETUAL TROPHY
YEAR TO DATE 

Steven Widmer and Nathan Macleod are embarking on an exciting journey towards 2026.
Schwingers attending events in Imperial Valley, Tillamook, San Diego, Frances, Truckee,
Portland, Tacoma, Newark, and the Championship at Ripon may miss one event. Currently,
only Steven has attended all five Schwingfests, while Nathan will receive a pass for the
Tillamook event, as he was competing in Switzerland during that time.



Placing Name From Points W/L/T 

1 Haug, Joshua San Deigo 57.75 0+++-+

2 Macleod, Nathan Tacoma, WA 56.75 -++0-+

3a Toten, Michael Holtville, CA 54.00 +-++-0

3b  Widmer, Steven Ripon, CA 56.00 --++--

4 Bellavia, Joseph San Deigo, CA 55.25 ++00--

5 Chavez, Christopher Tijiana, Mexico 54.50 +00--+

6 Asecenio, David Holtville, CA 53.50 ++00-0

7 Curry, Kyle Holtville, CA 35.25 000--0

SENIORS NAME FROM PTS 

1 Macleod, Nathan Tacoma 57.00

2a Gwerder, Romeo Tacoma 55.25

2b VonMoos, Garrett Frances 55.25

3 Blaser, Andy Tacoma 51.25

Placing Name From Pts

1 Ming, Peter Elk Grove, CA 60.00

2 Haug, Joshua San Diego, CA 56.00

3 Brockway,
Marshall Frances, WA 55.75

4a Lujan, Morgan Elk Grove, CA 55.50

4b Macleod, Nathan Tacoma, WA 55.50

5a Portmann, Tyson Frances, WA 55.00

5b Von Moos, Garrett Frances, WA 55.00

6 Widmer, Steven Ripon, CA 54.75

7 Bellavia, Joseph San Diego, CA 54.50

8 Werner, Joshua Frances, WA 54.25

9 RIchardson,
Patrick Frances, WA 53.25

10 Smith, Codi Tillamook, OR 52.50

11 Kaech, Trev Frances, WA 51.00

10

San Diego Rangliste  - June 20  2026 th

San Diego Crown
Winners: Joshua

Haug, Nathan
Macleod, Michael

Toten & Steven
Widmer 
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TACOMA - SPRING 
  JUNE 28, 2026

FRANCES 2026 

FRANCES KÖNIG
PETER MING 

SAN DIEGO KÖNIG 
NATHAN MACLEOD 



SENIORS
RANK

NAME CLUB POINTS 

1 Lujan, Morgan Ripon, CA 57.50

2 Vonmoos, Garret Frances, WA 56.50

3 Widmer, Steven Ripon, CA 56.25

4 Smith, Codi Tillamook, OR 55.00

5a Richardson, Patrick Frances, WA 54.00

5b Marchy, David Ripon, CA 54.00

6 Gwerder, Romeo Tacoma, WA 53.75

7 Berchtold, Mike Ripon, CA 51.50

Rank Name Hometown Points 

1 Widmer, Grant Ripon, CA 59.75

2a Betschart, Andrew Ripon, CA 56.75

2b Widmer, Steven Manteca, CA 56.75

3 Lujan, Morgan Elk Grove, CA 56.50

4 Ming, Peter Elk Grove, CA 56.25

5 Perez, Samuel Manteca, CA 55.00

6 Marchy, David Ripon, CA 54.75

7 Bellavia, Joe San Diego, CA 54.50

8a Ferris, Liam Toronto, Canada 53.50

8b Berchtold, Mike French Camp, CA 53.50
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TILLAMOOK SCHWINGFEST 
MAY 16, 2026 

T

sjvsc - ripon schwingfest - jUNE 6, 2026
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The Imperial Valley Swiss club hosted the 105  Annual Schwingfest on April 18  with a total

of 10 Seniors and 19 Buebe participating.  It was a nice spring day and all who attended

enjoyed the festivities.

th th

The Schlussgang paired Steven Widmer of Ripon, CA with Nathan McCloud of Tacoma, WA.

Both entered the round with 3 wins and 3 ties.  Steven was vitorious and was crowned Konig

in the first of the West Coast Swiss Wrestling Schwinger season.      

IMPERIAL VALLEY 
SWISS CLUB 
April 18, 2026 

IMPERIAL VALLEY 
SWISS CLUB 
April 18, 2026 

RIGI SCHWINGFEST JULY 19, 2026 

The traditional Rigi Schwing- und Älplerfest 2026 on Rigi
Staffel offered the 4'500 spectators swing fights at the
highest level. In ideal external conditions, an exciting

competition developed with attractive top pairings between
the athletes of the Swiss Swingers Association as well as the
guests from the Bernese-Cantonal and Northwestern Swiss
Swingers Association. A total of 90 swingers, including 25

Swiss crane swingarms, stood in sawdust.

The day's victory was impressively secured by Fabian
Staudenmann. After a job in the swing against Samuel

Schwyzer, the Bernese confederate dominated the festive
event and won his five subsequent courses confidently. With

58.75 points, he celebrated a sovereign festive victory and
was allowed to celebrate for the second time as a Rigi winner

after his triumph in 2024.

McDonald’s Switzerland becomes the royal partner of the Swiss Spring and Alpine Festival
(ESAF) 2028 Thun Bernese Oberland. The partnership combines what belongs together:

Swiss tradition, regional anchorage and moments in which people enjoy together.
McDonald's has been part of Switzerland for exactly 50 years – with over 190 restaurants

in 21 cantons, run by local licensees. This means that the seven royal partnerships are
complete for the ESAF 2028.  

The organizers of the next Swiss Federal Swinging and Alpine Festival (ESAF) 2028 Thun
Berne Oberland, which will take place from 25 to 27. August 2028 in Thun is held, have their

seven royal partnerships complete. With McDonald’s, the top sponsorship category. 

Question is are we going to see a McRaclette, McRosti or McBrat on the menu?



WCSWA - SWISS CLUBS 
CLUBS EMAIL/WEBSITE ADDRESS

IMPERIAL VALLEY SWISS CLUB swissclubofiv@gmail.com
1585 E. Worthington Rd,
Holtville, CA 

TILLAMOOK SWISS CLUB tillamookswisshall@gmail.com
4603 3  Street, Tillamook,
OR

rd

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY SWISS CLUB - RIPON 
riponswissclub.secretary@gmail.com
sjvscriponswiss.com 

110 N. MANLEY, RIPON,
CA 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY SWISS CLUB 
sdswissclub@gmail.com
sdswissclub.com 

2001 Main Street, Chula
Vista, CA

LEWIS-PACIFIC SWISS SOCIETY - FRANCES lewispacificswisssociety.org
19 Swiss Picknick Rd,
Raymond, WA

SIERRA SWISS CLUB - TRUCKEE https://sierraswissclub.org 
Schwingfest: Truckee/
Donner Community
Center 

PORTLAND SWISS CLUB facebook: portlandswiss
10308 NW Helvetia Road,
Hillsboro, OR 

SWISS SPORTSMEN’S CLUB OF TACOMA tacomaswiss.com
9205 198  Avenue E.
Bonney Lake, WA 

th

AEPLER GRUPPE SWISS CLUB - NEWARK 
aelplergruppe.com
aelplergruppe@gmail.com 

5911 Mowry Avenue,
Newark, CA 
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President:    Arnold Ambiel - Aelpler Gruppe SC
Vice President: Urs Gwerder - Sierra Swiss Club

Secretary:   Chris Schallberger - San Joaquin Valley SC (non-voting)
Treasurer:   Logan Schallberger - San Joaquin Valley SC

Director:    Tony Odermatt - San Diego County SC
Director:    George Morris – Imperial Valley SC

Director:    Don Odermott - Portland, OR
Director:    Patrick Richardson - Frances, WA

Director:    Joe Bauer/Bob Holdener - Tacoma, WA

WEST COAST SWISS WRESTLING ASSOCIATION 
2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
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	FRANCES KÖNIG PETER MING
	San Diego Crown Winners: Joshua Haug, Nathan Macleod, Michael Toten & Steven Widmer
	TACOMA - SPRING    JUNE 28, 2026
	San Diego Rangliste  - June 20th 2026


	sjvsc - ripon schwingfest - jUNE 6, 2026
	TILLAMOOK SCHWINGFEST  MAY 16, 2026  T
	SENIORS RANK
	NAME
	CLUB
	POINTS
	Lujan, Morgan
	Ripon, CA
	57.50
	Vonmoos, Garret
	Frances, WA
	56.50
	Widmer, Steven
	Ripon, CA
	56.25
	Smith, Codi
	Tillamook, OR
	55.00
	5a
	Richardson, Patrick
	Frances, WA
	54.00
	5b
	Marchy, David
	Ripon, CA
	54.00
	Gwerder, Romeo
	Tacoma, WA
	53.75
	Berchtold, Mike
	Ripon, CA
	51.50

	IMPERIAL VALLEY  SWISS CLUB  April 18, 2026
	The Imperial Valley Swiss club hosted the 105th Annual Schwingfest on April 18th with a total of 10 Seniors and 19 Buebe participating.  It was a nice spring day and all who attended enjoyed the festivities. The Schlussgang paired Steven Widmer of Ripon, CA with Nathan McCloud of Tacoma, WA.  Both entered the round with 3 wins and 3 ties.  Steven was vitorious and was crowned Konig in the first of the West Coast Swiss Wrestling Schwinger season.


	RIGI SCHWINGFEST JULY 19, 2026
	McDonald’s Switzerland becomes the royal partner of the Swiss Spring and Alpine Festival (ESAF) 2028 Thun Bernese Oberland. The partnership combines what belongs together: Swiss tradition, regional anchorage and moments in which people enjoy together. McDonald's has been part of Switzerland for exactly 50 years – with over 190 restaurants in 21 cantons, run by local licensees. This means that the seven royal partnerships are complete for the ESAF 2028.   The organizers of the next Swiss Federal Swinging and Alpine Festival (ESAF) 2028 Thun Berne Oberland, which will take place from 25 to 27. August 2028 in Thun is held, have their seven royal partnerships complete. With McDonald’s, the top sponsorship category.
	Question is are we going to see a McRaclette, McRosti or McBrat on the menu?
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